Localbiz Project: Year 8 Lesson Plan – Writing a news story for Localbiz
	Subject: 

English/ PSHEeducation:EWFC
	Time: 1 hour

	Lesson: Writing a news story for the local community website


	Lesson Description/ Aim: Students research local businesses and activities and use what they have found out and the guidance to write a news story for the local community website. 



	Learning Outcomes – English: 
 LO1  

 LO2   
 LO3   



	Additional learning outcomes:

National Curriculum Programme of Study for Economic Wellbeing 

· Understanding the economic and business environment.
Career, Work Related Learning and Enterprise: 11–19 Framework to support Economic Wellbeing
· Learners undertake tasks that investigate opportunities in learning and work.

· Learners develop an awareness of the extent and diversity of opportunities in learning and work.

Personal Learning, Thinking and Functional Skills
This lesson plan supports the development of the Personal Learning and Thinking Skills of independent enquiry, creative thinking, team working and effective participation and Functional skills in ICT and English.


	Resources Required:
· Data Projector/laptop/ whiteboard/smartboard 

· Handout: “How to write a good article for the community website” 

· Access to computers for learners to use internet-based resources
· Local newspapers, newsletters, magazines, etc.

	Preparation: 
Research local websites and list appropriate ones on whiteboard.  Listing on an interactive white/ smartboard will mean that the teacher can use the sites as a whole group activity wherever appropriate.
Collect copies of local newspapers, newsletters and magazines. 

 

	 Time
	Teacher Commentary and Activity
	Learner Activity/Responses

	00:00
	Introduction
Aim of the lesson is to write an article for the community website. In order to do this, students will research local businesses, activities and events using websites and other resources. 
Investigating local jobs and businesses.
Begin by saying that we all have ideas about what businesses and jobs are available in their local area, but how accurate are our ideas? 

Ask students to suggest what businesses there are in their local area and the sort of jobs opportunities that they present. 
List the answers. 

Ask the students to work in groups, using the newspapers, newsletters and websites to research some of the businesses that are situated in their local area. They should add to the list any that did not already appear.  
Feedback – brief discussion about the businesses on the list. Are there any particularly unusual ones? 

What sort of activities and events take place in our local community?

People often say ‘nothing ever happens around here’. Is this really the case? 

Using the same newspapers and newsletters and a range of local activity websites, ask students to each investigate one activity or event that has taken place in the last month or is about to take place in the next month. 
Brief feedback

	Learners are introduced to the topic of the lesson.

Students respond/make suggestions



	Time
	Teacher Commentary and Activity
	Learner Activity/Responses

	00:15
	Learners are introduced to the task

Give out the guidelines – ‘How to write a good news story’ and remind them of the work they did in the ‘Launch event’
Students work in groups to identify either an interesting local business, activity or event and use the guidelines to write and publish a story for Localbiz. 

	Activity
Students work in teams to produce news stories

	00.50
	Plenary

Ask:
· Which businesses, activities or events did they discover that they did not know about before?
· Which of these were particularly interesting to them?

· Has anything surprised them about what they have found out about?

· What did they find out about writing a news story?

Summarise with reference to learning outcomes.
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